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derness of Northern New York, between Lake Champlain, the Mohawk 
and the Black Rivers, — embracing several thousands of square miles, — 
is very sparsely settled, is frequented chiefly by sportsmen, and, as we 
believe, has not till now found its place in literature. Mr. Street gives 
in the book before us the narrative of a month's excursion in this region. 
His sketches of adventures, characters, and conversations are vivid and 
entertaining ; his descriptions of scenery betray the artist's eye and the 
poet's hand ; while a few exquisite pieces of verse scattered through 
the volume remind us of the author's special calling and gift, and attest 
at once the inspiration of the scenes among which they were written 
and the genuineness of his mission as an interpreter of Nature. 



22. The Works of Fkancis Bacon, Baron of Verulam, Viscount of 
St. Albans, and Lord High Chancellor of England. Collected and 
Edited by James Spedding, M. A., of Trinity College, Cambridge, 
Robekt Leslie Ellis, M. A., late Fellow of Trinity College, 
Cambridge, and Douglas Devon Heath, Barrister-at-Law, late 
Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge. Vol. XL, being Vol. I. of 
the Literary and Professional Works. Boston : Brown and Taggard. 
1860. Small 8vo. pp. 461. 

With this volume commences the American reprint of an edition of 
Bacon's entire works, prepared and superintended with consummate 
erudition, taste, and skill. Whatever Bacon wrote has significance and 
value for our times ; for where he was not a pioneer in the progress of 
intellect, he was a representative of the mind of his age, and his writ- 
ings have so wide a scope, and often so abound in details, that, when he 
makes no contribution to philosophy, he always enriches history. But 
no author needs editorial labor of a higher order than Bacon ; for his 
text often has various readings, and there are sometimes discrepancies 
between the manuscript in his own hand and the printed copy of the 
same issued under his sanction, while those of his works originally 
written in Latin need careful translation for the English reader. The 
volume now before us indicates on the part of the editors the utmost 
thoroughness and fidelity. The greater part of the volume is taken 
up with " The History of the Reign of King Henry VII.," which, aside 
from the interest attached to it by the author's world-wide fame, and by 
his position so many generations nearer than ourselves to the events he 
narrates, possesses life and spirit to a remarkable degree, and abounds 
in such incidents as survive in oral tradition, but seldom find their way 
into formal history. This is succeeded by two or three historical frag- 
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ments, and the volume closes with the discourse " In Felicem Memoriam 
Elizabeth* Angliae Reginse," followed by an English translation. The 
American publishers have produced a book — indicative of what the 
entire series will be — in all the accessories at their command fault- 
lessly beautiful ; and those who would gladly have a copy of Bacon 
need look no farther for an edition which will at once adorn the library, 
and furnish the reader with everything that remains of the author, or 
is essential to the illustration of his works. 



23. — A Comprehensive Dictionary of the English Language. By Jo- 
seph E. Worcester, LL. D. Revised, with important Additions. 
Boston : Swan, Brewer, and Tileston. 1860. 8vo. pp. 608. 

In 1830 Dr. Worcester first published his " Comprehensive Pro- 
nouncing and Explanatory Dictionary," which, for use in schools, at 
once took the field without dispute or rivalry, and in its successive 
editions and modifications has in great part held its ground against 
able and adroit competition. In 1855, he published a " Pronouncing, 
Explanatory, and Synonymous Dictionary," which was substantially an 
enlargement of the former work, with the introduction of the principal 
synonymes of the language. The present work is a carefully revised 
combination of these two Dictionaries. It is as large a book as can be 
desired for schools or for ordinary use, and comprises everything that 
can be reasonably expected within moderate limits of space. The 
vocabulary contains very numerous technical terms, and such obsolete 
words, provincialisms, Americanisms, and words adopted from foreign 
languages, as are likely to occur in books, conversation, or public dis- 
course. Grammatical irregularities and anomalies are carefully noted. 
The definitions are necessarily concise ; yet secondary and unusual 
senses of words are very often designated. The orthography is ad- 
justed with especial care, not to an ideal standard, but to the best usage 
in England and America. The pronunciation is marked by a simple 
and convenient system of notation, and wherever there is a variance in 
good usage, the several pronunciations are given, with the authorities 
for each. Besides very valuable prefatory matter on the orthography 
and construction of the English language, there are in the Appendix 
Pronouncing Vocabularies of Greek and Latin Proper Names, of Scrip- 
ture Proper Names, of Modern Geographical Names, and of the Names 
of Distinguished Men and Women of Modern Times ; a list of the Chris- 
tian Names of Men and Women, with their Signification ; a table of Ab- 
breviations ; Signs of the Planets, Aspects, Zodiac, &c. ; a collection of 



